LES PHILIPPINES HOLDS MUSIC LICENSING MINI-SEMINAR


Before a house full of approximately 60 attendees consisting of lawyers and representatives of industries/businesses, LES Philippines held its Music Licensing Mini-Seminar last August 26, 2010 from 2:00-5:30 p.m. at the Multi-Purpose Hall of the Penthouse of the Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines' (“IPO”) building.


The Mini-Seminar aimed to provide practical information/discussion on the intricacies of licensing of music in the Philippines; advice on the many economic copyrights and moral rights that should be considered; as well as to provide a better understanding of what is involved in the licensing of copyrighted musical works and the requirements therefor.

The Mini-Seminar had for its speakers, (a) Atty. Mark Thursday P. Alciso, Legal Counsel of the Filipino Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (“FILSCAP”),  who provided a crystal-clear discussion on the applicable provisions of Philippine and international laws on music copyrights, as well as amusing anecdotes on his experiences as FILSCAP's legal counsel; (b) Ms. Debra Ann “Debbie” P. Gaite, FILSCAP's General Manager, who spoke on what FILSCAP is all about - its origins; membership; functions/role as a collective licensing/management organization; FILSCAP's procedures in instituting lawsuits; its distribution of royalties, that all highlighted FILSCAP's long and committed history towards enforcing its members' and affiliates' rights; and (c) Ms. Carmen “Beng” G. Peralta, Director, Documentation Information and Technology Transfer Bureau of the IPO, who advised on the IPO's policies, procedures and practices on licensing; resolution of disputes on music licensing.  Director Peralta also made a presentation on the IPO's new mission and vision statements for the years 2010- 2020.


After the speakers' respective presentations, an open forum was held, during which the attendees to the Mini-Seminar propounded various questions that the speakers ably fielded.  


Judging by the enthusiastic participation and very positive feedback of the attendees, the Mini-Seminar was a rousing success.  The Mini-Seminar is the first project of the LES Philippines' Copyright Licensing Committee for the 2009-2011 term of Directors and Officers. 

