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International Delegates Meeting – San Francisco 2009
Thursday, 22 October – Friday, 23 October
LESI Society Report

Summary of activity (June to October 2009)

Deadline: 16 September 2009
Name of Society: PHILIPPINES
Society Meetings/Seminars/Conferences held between Manila (June 2009) and San Francisco (Oct. 2009) *
*Regular meetings do not need to be listed separately – “six evening meetings” may be listed instead

	Date
	Topic
	Location
	Attendance

	4th Friday of every month
	Regular board meetings
	Makati City
	Board Members

	Annual General Meeting,  14 August 2009
	Election of new Board of Directors and Officers
	Makati City
	Members 

	Induction of new Board of Directors and Officers, 2 September 2009
	Oath-Taking Ceremony
	Supreme Court, Padre Faura, Manila
	Chief Justice and new Board of Directors and Officers


1. Identify special meetings and state why they were notable (special speaker, # of attendees, etc.).

	Date
	Speaker
	Topic
	Location
	No. of Attendees

	
	
	
	
	


2. Has the number of meetings changed (increased/decreased) significantly?  Explain why.  
Membership
1. Has the number of members changed (increased/decreased) significantly?  Explain why.

2. What steps are being taken to increase membership?
We continue to actively recruit members from different industries and the academe. The newly appointed chairperson of the Membership Committee, who comes from one of the biggest companies in the beverage and food manufacturing industry, can hopefully tap directly into said industry and other related industries for new members.
Delegates

1. If your society does not send delegates to the International Delegates meeting, explain why.
N.A.

LESI Committees

1. Are any of your society members interested in joining an LESI committee?  List their names.

We are in the process of reorganizing our local committees to mirror as closely as possible the committee structure of LESI to ensure that: (1) LES Philippines is adequately represented in the international committees; and (2) our local chairpersons develop their respective committees taking into account the initiatives of LESI.

At present, our Patricia Bunye is Chairperson of the Asia-Pacific Committee and a new member (Nikki de Vega) has been assisting the Women in Licensing Task Force. Also, our Ferdinand M. Negre will also be a Vice Chair of the Meetings Committee effective Oct 2009.We will send in our next report the names of our society members, who are interested in joining an LESI Committee.
Assistance

1. List any ways that LESI can assist in your societies’ activities.

L
egislation/Information

Briefly summarize any changes to your legislation, regulations or business practices effecting licensing or technology transfer.



 The President signed an Executive Order (E.O.) No. 821 placing 5 kinds of medicine (from the 21 molecules recommended by the Department of Health) under a compulsory price reduction or maximum retail price. Said EO became effective last 15 August 2009. This EO is one of the steps implementing Republic Act No. 9502, or more popularly known as the Universally Accessible and Quality Medicines Act of 2008.  This law amended several key provisions of Republic Act No. 8293, or the Intellectual Property Code, specifically the provisions on patents with key focus on their application to pharmaceutical products.
On the other hand, developments in legislation reflect the Philippine government’s response to the challenges that the digital environment has posed, such as peer-to-peer piracy, mobile device piracy, and illegal camcording.  The Philippine Government is now putting in place mechanisms and laws that will address the weaknesses in its current system, such as specialized IP courts and legislation to implement the WIPO Internet Treaties and to address illegal camcording.
· On 14 August 2009, the House of Representatives resumed the hearing on House Bill No. (HB) 3741. The proposed bill, pending for about 4 years now, seeks to amend Republic Act No. 8293 (“R.A. 8293”) through the integration of comprehensive, swift, efficient and adequate strategies designed to respond to the criminal onslaught of internet piracy by introducing the concepts of “technological measures” and “rights management information,” which is in line with the mandate of Articles 11 and 12 of the WIPO Treaty on Copyright. This bill finally deals with the matter of mall owner liability for infringement and has been included as part of the priority bills that the House will tackle before November. 
· On 19 August 2009, the Senate Technical Working Group met to discuss HB No 5699 (and Senate bill version), referred to as the “Anti-Camcording bills,” for brevity. These bills aim to prohibit and penalize unauthorized possession, use and/or control of audiovisual recording devices for the unauthorized recording of cinematographic films, other audiovisual works and/or their soundtracks in public exhibition/theatrical facilities in order to regulate, if not totally curb, such unauthorized acts which are contrary to public interest, economic growth, and the intellectual property rights of the owners of cinematographic films, audiovisual works and/or their soundtracks. After the meeting, the Committee Report will be prepared and the approved Report will be circulated to the members of the TWG for further comment, before submission to the Senators for interpellation. If all goes as planned, the interpellation will take place some time in the last week of September 2009, after which the Bill may be passed into law.
· The Philippine Intellectual Property Office convened a Technical Working Group (TWG) composed of regional trial court judges representing the judiciary, public prosecutors representing the Department of Justice and IP lawyers from various intellectual property organizations and associations to consolidate to consolidate the various positions and draft the special IP rules that will be endorsed to the Office of the Chief Justice on 26 October 2009. The long term goal of this TWG is re-establish specialized IP courts in the Philippines.

LES Philippines continues to support efforts to pass the National Technology Transfer Act (also reported at Amsterdam, September 2008 and Manila, June 2009). The Senate Committee on Trade and Industry is currently reviewing the Senate Bill 1721 or the Technology Transfer Bill. Last year, the House version of the bill (HB 5208) was approved by the House of Representatives and transmitted to the Senate. Said Senate Committee consulted with the researchers/ scientists and leaders from the research institutes in the University of Philippines-Los Baños town on July 3,2009. Recognizing the urgency of passing the bill, the Department of Science and Technology, through the leadership of PCARRD, has been active in advocating for the approval of the bill. Tech Transfer Act aims to provide an enabling mechanism for technology commercialization efforts by unifying and refining technology transfer policies in the country and providing intellectual property (IP) rights protection. If enacted, the law will hasten the transfer of technologies or IP assets from research institutions to the public; and would ensure availability and accessibility of potentially important products or services.   

Report completed by
ABELAINE T. ALCANTARA



Date
8 September 2009
Position in Society: 
Secretary
